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Background 
 
Compared to other regions of the world, Latin America and the Caribbean has historically made a minor 
contribution to climate change. Nonetheless, the region is acutely vulnerable to its negative 
consequences, particularly the small island developing States (SIDS) of the Caribbean that have been 
continuously impacted by extreme events, such as tropical storms, floods or landslides.  
 
So far, global focus on measuring GHG emissions has not provided much support to better measure 
climate change occurrences, impacts (including damages and losses), and adaptation indicators, which 
remain the most relevant issues for the Caribbean. The slow pace of development of new statistical 
methodologies, and the challenges with timeliness and quality of data among Caribbean countries, 
hamper the production and use of relevant indicators in informing policy decisions and actions that are 
aimed at addressing climate change and disaster vulnerability and building resilience.  
 
Institutionalizing sound evidence-based sustainable development policies in the Caribbean requires 
quality, timely, and accessible climate change and disasters indicators that are harmonized and 
comparable across countries.   
 
As embodied in the new “Caribbean First” strategy of the Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) and articulated by its Executive Secretary on many occasions, the Caribbean 
subregion is a priority in ECLAC’s programme of work. Given the statistical capacity limitation of most 
Caribbean countries, ECLAC (Division of Statistics and Port-of-Spain Subregional Headquarters) is 
considering a new project (2020-2023) focusing on building the capacity of the national statistical systems 
of the English-speaking Caribbean countries to institutionalize environmental data collection and produce 
climate change and disasters indicators. Building on the current work already undertaken by important 
stakeholders of the region, such as the CARICOM, the project would also aim at enhancing the capacity of 
policy makers to use these indicators for more effective climate change and disaster risk reduction actions, 
thereby contributing to the coherent implementation and monitoring of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities Of Action 
(SAMOA) Pathway and other international agreements.  
 
  



 

 
Objectives of the meeting 
 

- Present a draft concept note of a potential project on climate change and disasters indicators 
production 

- Listen and consult the Caribbean English-speaking representatives to further the understanding 
of the opportunities and challenges related to climate change and disasters indicators production 

 
Preliminary agenda  
 

13.00 - 13.15 Introduction 
 
Ms. Diane Quarless, Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the 
Caribbean  
 
Ms. Rayen Quiroga, Chief of the Area of Environment and Climate Change 
Statistics, Division of Statistics of ECLAC 
 

13.15 - 13. 25 Presentation of the project concept note  
 
Ms. Pauline Leonard, Environment and Climate Change Statistics expert, 
Division of Statistics of ECLAC 
 

13.20 – 14.00 
 
 
 
 
 
14.00 

Comments and suggestions of the participants 
 
Moderation: Mr. Abdullahi Abdulkadri, Coordinator of the Statistics and 
Social Development Unit, ECLAC subregional headquarters for the 
Caribbean  
 
Closing of the meeting 

 
 
Organizers  
 
ECLAC Division of Statistics and ECLAC Subregional Office for the Caribbean  
 
Responsible: Rayen Quiroga (rayen.quiroga@cepal.org); Abdullahi Abdulkadri 
(abdullahi.abdulkadri@eclac.org) 
  
Focal point: Pauline Léonard (Pauline.leonard@cepal.org) 
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