
 

  

 

 
 

 

Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development 2022 

Side event 
Investing in gender equality today for a tomorrow #WithoutChildLabour 

 

Organizers: ILO - ECLAC  
Date: Wednesday, 9 March 2022 
Time: 14:30 - 16:00 (Costa Rica time, GMT-6) 
Language: Spanish, with English interpretation 
Registration link for participants: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_89D6HfgbReuZmJKuwZaPPQ  
Password: ods87 
 

Background 

Of the 160 million children worldwide estimated to be in child labour, 63 million are girls while 97 
million are boys. In Latin America and the Caribbean, the child labour statistical profile for the region 
reflects a similar division where, of the 8.2 million child labourers identified, 2.7 million are girls and 
5.5 million are boys. However, the 2020 ILO-UNICEF global estimates on child labour highlight several 
important considerations about the data and the current social and economic contexts which require 
us to give deeper examination to the causes and consequences of this notable gender disparity in the 
incidence and prevalence of child labour.  

It was acknowledged that the available data on child labour does not adequately capture or reflect 
household chores/ unpaid domestic work and care services by children and adolescents in their family 
units or in homes of other parties. This ‘invisible work’ is a significant part of child labour as it often 
exceeds the threshold of 21 hours/week and is most often performed by girls and female adolescents. 
This is largely determined by gender roles and stereotypes still in place that influence differentiated 
conditions of child labour for girls and boys. 

This often-invisible reality is compounded by the current context of the Covid-19 pandemic, which has 
aggravated many of the socio-economic factors that give rise to child labour has had a differentiated 
impact on girls and boys. Therefore, gender considerations are of utmost importance for the 
formulation of effective policies and design of targeted interventions to prevent the reversal of gains 
and predicted increase in child labour in the region, and to support longer term gender equality goals. 

The Regional Initiative Latin America and the Caribbean free of Child Labour has developed a gender 
strategy in line with the ILO Policy and Plan of Action on the issue, recognising that the factors of 
gender inequality in child labour are the same factors that produce and reproduce inequalities 
between women and men in accessing, promoting and exercising rights in the labour market in the 
future. 

In this framework, the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable 
Development 2022, organised by ECLAC, provides an important space to make child labour visible 
from a gender perspective and its link with other key areas for a more egalitarian region, such as 
education and the promotion of solid and inclusive partnerships. 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 
 

Objectives 

1. To call for action to invest and act to improve public policies aimed at ending child labour, 
through the inclusion of a gender approach. 
 

2. To demonstrate how gender roles create differentiated conditions for girls and boys in child 
labour, and how these translate into unequal opportunities between men and women 
throughout their lives. 
 

3. To generate a space for the exchange of experiences and perspectives between UN agencies, 
government representatives, employers’ organisations and workers’ organisations on the 
inclusion of a gender approach to the prevention and eradication of child labour. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 
 

 

Agenda 
Side event: Investing in gender equality today for a tomorrow #WithoutChildLabour 

(90 minutes) 
 

• Welcome (10 min) 
o Vinícius Pinheiro, Regional Director of the ILO Office for Latin America and the 

Caribbean (5 min) 
o Alberto Arenas de Mesa, Director of ECLAC's Social Development Division (5 min) 

• Making the invisible visible: what does the data tell us? (20 min) 
o Andrés Espejo, Consultant in the Social Development Division, ECLAC (10 min) 
o Rocío Valencia, National Coordinator, ILO (10 min) 

• Child labour from a gender perspective in public policies: how to put it into practice? 
(30 min) 

o Anahí Aizpuru, Coordinator of the Child and Adolescent Labour Observatory 
(OTIA), Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social Security of Argentina (10 min)  

o Leonor Sepúlveda Carvajal, National Administrator of the Integrated Information 
System for the Registration and Eradication of Child Labour and its Worst Forms 
(SIRITI), Ministry of Labour of Colombia (10 min)  

o Ericka Álvarez Ramírez, National Director for Social Security, Ministry of Labour 
and Social Security of Costa Rica (10 min)  

 

• The role of employers' and workers' organizations in partnerships to prevent and 
eliminate child labour under a gender approach (20 min) 

o Laura Giménez, Head of Social Policy Departments, Argentine Industrial Union, 
and Employers' Focal Point of the Regional Initiative Latin America and the 
Caribbean Free of Child Labour (10 min) 

o Paola Egusquiza, Secretary of Defence, Autonomous Central of Peruvian Workers, 
and Workers' Focal Point of the Regional Initiative Latin America and the 
Caribbean Free of Child Labour (10 min) 

 

• Closing (10 min) 
o Moderator: Technical Secretariat of the Regional Initiative Latin America and the 

Caribbean Free of Child Labour 
 

 

 


