
 

 

 

 

 

SDG14: Strengthening Regional Governance Mechanisms for 
Ocean-based Sustainable Development and COVID-19 recovery in 

Latin America and the Caribbean  
 

Context 
 
The Ocean is the world’s greatest buffer against climate change, providing humanity with everything 
from food to energy, from medicine to employment, along with the oxygen of every second breath 
for each human-being.  The sustainable management of marine and coastal resources are essential 
to human well-being, the environment and economic development.   The Sustainable Development 
Goal 14 of Agenda 2030 recognizes that all life on earth depends on healthy and productive oceans. 
 
Globally, the total value of the major ocean assets is estimated at US$24 trillion based on the ocean’s 
earning capacity1 and with more than three billion people depending on marine and coastal 
biodiversity for their livelihoods2. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, ocean-based industries were 
estimated to contribute 2.5 percent of the world’s gross value added and over 31 million direct full-
time jobs.3 With focus on the Caribbean, the Caribbean Sea and its ecosystems is estimated to 
account for 14-27% of the Global Ocean Economy with a value of USD 407 billion (GDP).4   It is 
estimated that  for the wider Caribbean Sea Region, more that 134 million people living on or near 
the coast are supported by the Caribbean Sea’s Ocean economy.5   
 
With respect to the climate, our oceans generate 50 percent of the oxygen we need, absorbs 25 
percent of all carbon dioxide emissions, and captures 90 percent of the additional heat generated 
from those emissions.6 The consequences of climate change on the oceans – such as surface warming 
and acidification, oxygen loss, nitrate content and net primary production – pose an existential threat 
to marine productivity and the livelihood of billions. Coastal systems and low-lying areas are highly 
vulnerable to the impacts of sea-level rise, ground water salination and other extreme hydroclimatic 
events.   For most of the coastal communities on the LAC region the majority of their population, 
infrastructures such as ports, cities and other economic activities are located in coastal zones.  
Particularly for the Caribbean small island developing States, approximately 70 percent of its 
population lives in coastal areas.    
 
These challenges bring forth opportunities for stronger governance around Large Marine Ecosystems 
(LMEs), where a significant amount of these climatic, ecosystems services, biodiversity and other 
resources are found. These LMEs are often interconnected and transboundary in nature.  The Latin  
 

 
1 Ref.: reviving the Ocean Economy, the Case for Action-2015, available at: https://www.wwf.de/fileadmin/fm-wwf/Publikationen-
PDF/WWF- Report, cited October 27, 2020. 
2 Ref.: https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1111772, cited February 14, 2022 
3 Ref.: High level panel for a sustainable ocean recovery, cited, February 16, 2022 
4 Ref.: http://gefcrew.org/carrcu/LBSSTAC5/Info-Docs/WG.41-INF.8-en.pdf, cited February 16, 2021  
5 This includes the coastal population in the Caribbean Sea Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) at a population of 84,263,359,  the  North 
Brazil Shelf LME at  a population of 9,550,602 and Gulf of Mexico LME at 40,522,728;  Ref: http://www.lmehub.net and 
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas/what-we-do/working-regional-seas, cited February 18, 2022  
6 Ref.: About the 2022 Ocean Conference, available at https://www.un.org/en/conferences/ocean2022/about, cited February 16, 2022  
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https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas/what-we-do/working-regional-seas


 

 

 

 

America and the Caribbean (LAC) region is listed as having 10 of the 66 global LMEs.7  Countries of 
the LAC region have recognized the need for common, long-term, and agreed intergovernmental 
mechanisms and including stakeholders from civil society and the private sector as requirements for 
the sustainable management of LMEs.  

 
Objectives 
 
With focus on LAC-regional governance mechanisms supporting the sustainable management of 
LMEs, this side event will present on and share on the following: 
 

a) The critical relevance of the coastal and marine environment for COVID-19 recovery and 
sustainable - climate resilient development across the wider LAC region.   

b) The equally critical importance of multi-country collaboration and the ecosystem approaches 
for restoring and harnessing the regions’ coastal and marine natural capital, in support of 
local, national, and regional sustainable development priorities. This will include presenting 
on key initiatives currently taking place in the region linking oceans with sustainable 
development  

c) Present on how marine and coastal capital supports the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
and its SDGs   

d) Provide on the objectives and purpose of the UN Ocean Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development (2021-2030).  
 

Target audiences 
 

Ministries/Ministers/Permanent Secretaries, National Focal Points having responsibilities for coastal 
and marine Resources, Regional intergovernmental bodies, UN and other Developmental Partner 
representatives of other institutions, academia, civil society as well as other relevant 
actors/stakeholders engaged in sustainable coastal and marine resources management in countries 
of the region. 
  

 
7 Refer: The outlook for oceans, seas and marine resources in Latin America and the Caribbean: conservation, sustainable development 
and climate change mitigation;  https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/46509/4/S2000911_en.pdf, cited February 8, 2022 

https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/46509/4/S2000911_en.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

Event format 
 
Side Event - Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable 
Development, 7-9 March, 2022  
 
Languages: English and Spanish  
 
ZOOM (RG) (EVENT) - INT ESP/ING – Side Event 
Event information 
-------------------------------------------------------  
Topic: SDG14: Strengthening Regional Governance Mechanisms for Ocean-based Sustainable 
Development and COVID-19 recovery in Latin America and the Caribbean 
Date: March 9th, 2022; Hour: 14:30-16:00 (Costa Rica) 
Meeting Number: 982 0665 1858 
Meeting Password: 906985 
-------------------------------------------------------  
To start or join the online meeting  
-------------------------------------------------------  
Go to: https://cepal-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2TWho2OqRuGF94KpGATjlA 
  

https://cepal-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2TWho2OqRuGF94KpGATjlA


 

 

 

 

Preliminary agenda 
Date: March 9th, 2022 

Hour: 14:30-16:00 (Costa Rica); 17:30-19:00 (Santiago) 

 

14:30-14:33 Welcome  
Diane Quarless, Director- ECLAC Subregional Headquarters of the 

Caribbean  

14:33-14:40 Opening Remarks 

 
Sainivalati S. Navoti, UN DESA Chief of the SIDS Unit in the Division 
for Sustainable Development Goals  
 

14:40-14:48 Ocean Governance  
Oceans, Climate resilience and COVID-19 pandemic recovery 
Andrew Hudson- Head of Ocean Governance- UNDP  
 

14:48-15:08 

Major LMEs of the 
LAC region.  
(5-minutes each)  
 

a. PROCARIBE+: A coordinated effort towards oceans-based 
sustainable development in the wider Caribbean 
Sonia Gautreau, Senior Technical Officer PROCARIBE+ Project 
Preparation Grant Phase (PPG) Coordination Unit  
 

b. The Gulf of Mexico Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) 
Porfirio Alvares, Regional Coordinator, UNEP/GEF GOMLME SAP 
Project  
 

c. The Pacific Ocean: Humboldt Current LME, joining forces between 
Chile and Perú for implementing an ecosystem-based management 
mechanism:  
Mauricio Gálvez, Binational Coordinator, GEF/UNDP Project 

 

15:08-15:12 
Ocean Governance 
in the Caribbean  

Pre-recorded video message; Ocean Governance in the Caribbean  
Sustainable Development and Disaster Assessment Unit ECLAC POS 
 

15:12-15:38 
Conversation Panel 
(6-minutes each)  

 
a. Wider Caribbean Region- LME’s: Caribbean SIDS Member Country:  

Rahanna Juman- Ag. Director of the Institute of Marine Affairs, 
Trinidad and Tobago  
 

b. Gulf of Mexico LME 
Andrew Rhodes 
Special Envoy for Oceans (Undersecretariat for Multilateral Affairs 
and Human Rights of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of Mexico) 

 
c. Regional Seas Program: Cartagena Convention- UNEP Caribbean 

Environmental Programme 
Christopher Corbin Programme Officer  
Ecosystems Division of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) 



 

 

 

 

       
d.  Caribbean Network of Fisher Folks Association  

Adrian LaRoda, President of the Caribbean Network of Fishermen's 
Organizations and President of the Bahamas Commercial Fishers 
Alliance 

15:38 -15:43 

UN Ocean Decade 
of Ocean Science 
for Sustainable 
Development 
(2021-2030) 

Pre-recorded video message 
Vladimir Ryabinin - Executive Secretary of the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO  
 

15-43-15:53 Floor Interventions 

Moderator to invite the floor questions/interventions to the 
Panelists  
Artie Dubrie, Coordinator, Sustainable Development and Disaster 
Assessment Unit ECLAC POS  

15:53-15:58 Way forward  

Patrick Debels:  Regional Coordinator, UNDP/GEF PROCARIBE+ 
Project Preparation Grant Phase (PPG) and Secretariat of the 
Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem (CLME+) Interim Coordination 
Mechanism  

15:58-16:00 Vote of thanks  

 
ECLAC - Diane Quarless, Director, ECLAC Subregional Headquarters 
of the Caribbean   
 

 


