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Advancing Regional Integration in a Fragmented Global Economy:
From Commitments to Implementation
(ECLAC, Classroom 2, Monday, 13 April, 11.00a.m. — 12.30 p.m.)

Context

The region is at a critical juncture. In a context of geopolitical uncertainty, trade fragmentation and
growing external shocks, regional integration in Latin America and the Caribbean has regained strategic
importance as a tool for resilience, productive transformation and sustainable development. The
Caribbean offers a particularly relevant point of departure for this reflection, as its experience illustrates
both the value of integration and the persistent challenges that continue to limit implementation.
Reflecting on the Caribbean can therefore help inform a broader regional discussion on how Latin
America and the Caribbean can move from commitments to action and better position regional integration
to support progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals.

Purpose of the Side Event

This high-level dialogue aims to contribute to reflections on the future of regional integration in Latin
America and the Caribbean by sharing the main elements of the commissioned paper prepared for the
period of sessions, which assesses the current state of Caribbean regional integration, with particular
attention to commercial and productive integration, and identifies actionable recommendations for a
renewed subregional integration agenda. In doing so, the event will provide an opportunity to reflect on
what should be preserved and what may need to be adjusted considering the prevailing geopolitical
context, while reaffirming the importance of regional integration for sustainable development and for
accelerating progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals.

Speakers:

e H.E. Carla Barnett — Secretary-General, CARICOM.

e Mr. José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs — Executive Secretary, ECLAC.

e Mr. Keith Nurse, consultant.

e Mr. Benito Wheatley — Special Envoy, British Virgin Islands.

e Ms. Joy-Marie King, Director of International Trade, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
e Moderator: Ms. Miosotis Rivas Pefia — Director, ECLAC-Caribbean.

Date and time: Monday, 13 April,11.00a.m.



Moderation: Approximately five minutes will be allotted for the moderator to introduce the
purpose and format of the side event. The moderator will then invite the Executive Secretary of
ECLAC and the Secretary-General of CARICOM to deliver opening remarks, followed by a
twenty-minute presentation of the commissioned paper prepared as an input for the sessional
document. Member States and Associate Member States will then be invited to offer reflections,
with approximately seven minutes allotted to each intervention. The floor will then be opened for
a question-and-answer segment, after which the moderator may briefly summarize the main
messages arising from the discussion.

Language: English.




