
 
 

Statement by the Children, Adolescents and Youth of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 2026 

 
Every year, the Children, Adolescents and Youth Group, part of the Mechanism for Civil Society 
Participation, participates in the evaluation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under 
review. In 2026, more than 386 people from 13 countries of the region and of different genders, 
races, ethnicities and ages participated in various ways and with different partner institutions. This 
statement includes our assessment of each SDG examined in 2026. 
 

 
Goal 6 – Clean water and sanitation 

 
According to our assessment, progress is limited and uneven, and the urban-peripheral-rural 
nexus has been overlooked. Structural gaps continue to have a disproportionate impact on water 
access, quality and sustainability. However, children and young people are continuing to lead 
innovative initiatives to protect water in all its forms. 

We are alarmed by the lack of public investment and inadequate institutional management, along 
with the pollution of water sources by extractive, agricultural and livestock industries, and by the 
vulnerability of glaciers, aquifers and nature reserves owing to the amendment or repeal of laws 
meant to protect them. These conditions affect us directly, exposing us to waterborne diseases 
and increasing the health risks posed by the pollution of our aquifers with medicines, which even 
results in resistance to infection. 

We therefore call for equitable investment in water and sanitation infrastructure, the strengthening 
of environmental education from an early age and the promotion of a culture of saving and 
responsible use of water. It is essential to advance towards inclusive water governance and 
security models that place us at the centre, considering all our diversity and promoting water 
sovereignty and accountability of major industrial interests. 

 
 

Goal 7 – Affordable and clean energy 
 

We are focused on the guarantee of a just, independent and anti-racist energy transition. For the 
young people of the region, there is a need to overcome pure market logic and advance towards 
fundamental rights that ensure energy independence for Indigenous Peoples, Afrodescendent 
communities and people living in peripheral and rural areas. We call for a transition that replaces 
dependence on fossil fuels and on extractivism with models that ensure greater energy autonomy. 
We do not accept a “green transition” that remains based on a colonial logic, with the energy 
being produced in our territories exported while our local populations remain energy poor. 

 
 
 
 



 

Although progress has been made in regulatory frameworks and in the expansion of renewable 
energies in our countries, it is uneven and often does not extend to rural areas or urban 
peripheries. Addressing exclusionary infrastructure in the energy sector means rejecting taxes on 
solar energy use for end users and ensuring that fiscal incentives and supporting technologies, 
such as biogas and communal solar systems, prioritize those who are currently spending most of 
their earnings just to keep the lights on. 

 
We therefore call for the energy produced in each of our countries to serve our territories first, 
instead of after external geopolitical interests; for academic curricula to be modernized to include 
energy independence and efficiency; and for investments in science and technology to be 
protected to ensure national autonomy. The energy strategy that we seek should ensure care and 
historical redress through a transition that leaves no one behind and that recognizes communities 
not merely as consumers but as protagonists in the management of their own natural resources 
to ensure “good living”. 
 

 
Goal 9 – Industry, innovation and infrastructure 

 
For Goal 9, our focus is on infrastructure that is not just physical, but digital, resilient, inclusive 
and accessible. For young people in Latin America and the Caribbean, innovation must drive 
equity, ensuring that technological progress extends to rural, Indigenous and peripheral areas. 
We call for a transition that goes beyond the mere adoption of imported technologies and aims 
for real technological transfer and digital independence, recognizing that true innovation in our 
region must include the ancestral knowledge and social technologies of Indigenous Peoples, local 
communities and Afrodescendants. This knowledge on managing land, water and communal 
building is itself a model of sustainable innovation that must inform instruments of the present and 
future. 
 

 
We recognize that weak investment in research and development limits our response capacity, 
but the greatest obstacle to progress is the devaluation of our own sciences. It is essential to 
address the structural racism and exclusion that shape narratives around innovation, ensuring 
that technology, from artificial intelligence and supporting technologies to telemedicine, is not 
exclusionary, but instead strengthens food and cultural independence. We believe that 
infrastructure is only sustainable if it is built on the basis of dialogue. It makes no sense to invest 
in “incredible bridges” if we ignore the social technologies that ensure resilience in peripheral 
areas or if we continue to design solutions that disregard ecosystems protected by traditional 
communities. 
 

 
We therefore call for more modern curricula that promote digital literacy and critical citizenship, 
incorporating Western science and traditional knowledge in equal measure. The innovation that 
we seek is intergenerational, decolonial and accessible, linking the commitment of young people 
to the wisdom of older persons and traditional communities, transforming science and industry to 
ensure protection, renewal and “good living” for society as a whole. 
 
 
 



 
Goal 11 – Sustainable cities and communities 

 
Our focus for Goal 11 is the right to cities that ensure equity and social justice. For children, 
adolescents and young people in Latin America and the Caribbean, creating sustainable cities 
and communities means expanding inclusive and accessible infrastructure, green spaces and 
spaces for entertainment that they can enjoy. Specifically, cities should be rebuilt and redefined 
to meet the requirements of climate resilience, especially in peripheral and traditional areas. 

 
We recognize that environmental racism and disregard of disabilities play a central role in 
increasingly unequal rights to the city, resulting in racialized populations, especially 
Afrodescendants and Indigenous Peoples, as well as persons with disabilities, being forced to 
use precarious infrastructure and having limited access to basic and essential services. 
Systematically addressing these exclusionary processes could ensure sumac kawsay (“good 
living”) and preserve the lives of the most vulnerable children and young people. 

 
To ensure full justice, the exclusionary infrastructure model that ignores gender, race and 
disability must be urgently replaced. Young people’s participation must no longer be symbolic and 
instead must become a requirement in public management, ensuring that urban planning, from 
basic sanitation to lighting and care networks, meets the real needs of those who will inhabit the 
future, integrating social technologies and ancestral knowledge to transform our cities into spaces 
that provide protection and ensure good living. 
 

 
Final considerations 

 
We, the young people of Latin America and the Caribbean, are not only beneficiaries of the 2030 
Agenda, but also agents of systemic change who are currently leading the resistance against 
environmental racism, structural exclusion, the water crisis and energy poverty in our territories. 
The importance of our voices in this review process lies in our ability to transform technical 
planning into social cohesion and care, ensuring energy independence and digital innovation are 
not privileges decided by the market, that clean water is not only accessible to some, and that 
cities are not instruments of exclusion, but spaces that facilitate historical redress and 
intergenerational justice. Therefore, our participation must no longer be only symbolic; it must be 
a binding and coordinating force. There will be no sustainable change if those of us who will inhabit 
the future do not have the power to make decisions now about our lives and territories. 
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