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STATEMENT BY CIVIL SOCIETY OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

The members of the Mechanism for Civil Society Participation express concern about the
converging crises that pose a threat to human rights, democracy and sustainable development
in the region.

CONSIDERING

That the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent the main
international agreement to ensure peace, dignity, equality and sustainability;

That the region is facing democratic backsliding for the first time in decades, with governments
that are limiting civic spaces, social and political dialogue, fundamental individual freedoms
and human rights, criminalizing social protest, promoting hate speech and weakening
institutions, affecting vulnerable populations in particular;

That the return of debt and adjustment policies are curbing States’ capacity to finance and
safeguard rights, affecting the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in general and the SDGs
under review in 2026 (6, 7, 9, 11 and 17) in particular, by decreasing public investment in
water, sustainable energy, social technology and infrastructure, inclusive cities and
mechanisms for participation and consultation;

That the multilateral system is facing a crisis of legitimacy, financial weakening, political
undermining by some countries and the systematic reduction of spaces for civil society
participation;

That the international financial architecture is currently a structural barrier to sustainable
development in Latin America and the Caribbean, and requires significant reform;

That the increase in militarization and armed conflict is diverting resources from social
development, weakening international law and worsening multiple geopolitical, economic,
social, environmental and race- and gender-based impacts on sustainability and common
goods;

That the imposition of economic, trade, financial, energy or other blockades strangles
populations and prevents sustainable development;

That the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) should become
a stronger regional forum for analysis, cooperation and institutional coordination between civil
society and governments;

That the defence of collective rights and of the environment are the first pillar of regional
security in ensuring the fundamental right to life, water, health, enjoyment of nature, economic
development and a life free from violence, with equal rights and opportunities for all.
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Considering the urgent need to act in light of the worsening humanitarian and regulatory crisis
that is exacerbating exclusion and resulting in the violation of fundamental rights, the

importance of preserving the dignity of affected persons and the collective responsibility to
ensure their protection, we declare the following:

1. We defend participatory multilateralism

We are facing a change in era when people and the planet and its sustainability are at the
centre of discussion and disagreement. Crises relating to multilateralism have resulted in
geopolitical disaster, which has in turn already led to thousands of deaths through armed
conflict and is manifested in poverty, forced displacement, discrimination and hardship for
large swathes of the population.

Governments’ narratives on reform are increasingly misaligned with their populations’ needs
and ineffective in stopping war, corporate greed and the destruction of nature. The issue is not
listing the number of groups harmed by an unjust system, but highlighting the normalization of
cruelty inflicted on a large share of the human population and the planet that sustains us.

We call for the United Nations to make every effort to ensure that States halt this destruction,
focus reform on people and guarantee the full and binding participation of civil society in the
monitoring of the 2030 Agenda. Four years from the deadline, setbacks on SDGs are
overtaking advances. We want multilateralism that is alive, democratic and participatory. We
are prepared to play an active role by mapping out ideal conditions and providing collective
support, knowledge and hope.

2. We call for participatory voluntary national reviews with accountability

Voluntary national reviews must be carried out through participatory, safe and transparent
processes and effectively incorporate input from civil society, ensuring access to public
information and data disaggregated by race, gender, ethnicity, territory, age and disability.

3. We encourage the strengthening of ECLAC

Change starts at home, here in Latin America and the Caribbean, and we must therefore
strengthen the political, technical and resource-related autonomy of ECLAC, to contribute to
sustainable development and identify ways to accelerate implementation of the SDGs in our
region, especially those under review this year.

4. We reject adjustment policies
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We call for a review of adjustment policies that weaken social investment and limit
achievement of the SDGs. Political decisions do not prioritize water and sanitation,
development of affordable energy, infrastructure, innovation and industry, resilient and
sustainable cities and systemic issues. As a result, the region is affected by more debt,
privatization disguised as cooperation, asymmetrical trade rules that harm our developing
countries and the lack of effective social participation, for example inclusive partnerships to
achieve these goals.

Structural racism, the patriarchy, colonialism and extractivism continue to shape the
hierarchies of power that sustain these crises. We therefore call for a deep transformation of
national and international financial systems as a requirement for reparatory justice and the
fulfilment of the 2030 Agenda. We must strengthen our public services and push for
progressive tax reform and solidarity-based cooperation mechanisms.

5. We advocate for demilitarization and focusing multilateral policies on peace

We reject militarization and wars, which divert public resources for development and weaken
democratic institutions. We call on States to prioritize policies focused on peace, justice and
human rights. The 2030 Agenda emerged as an expression of the will of peoples and States
engaged in dialogue facilitated by the United Nations, which means that it is a human rights
agenda, and we are now beset by narratives of hate and public policies that attempt to
delegitimize human rights and human rights activists and defenders. We must put down the
weapons and prioritize education that emancipates and transforms.

6. We aim for the adoption of concrete policies to tackle population ageing

In the face of the demographic transition and increased life expectancy, the countries of the
region are not adapting their health systems or care models, and have not built long-term care
systems. The world of work must also adapt as the increase in labour market informality
explains the severe defunding of social security systems. Cities must be designed to
accommodate a growing population of older persons, persons with permanent or temporary
disabilities and children, for instance. We have the right to live in an inclusive, welcoming and
resilient environment. Ancestral knowledge and experience are a source of wealth; we must
not waste them.

7. We defend and promote intersectional social, ecological and environmental
justice
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Social, ecological and environmental justice will allow the people of Latin America and the
Caribbean to build a sustainable development model and inclusive culture to promote universal
plans, programmes, projects and policies that do not undermine rights.

The recognition of the protection of water, ecosystems, territories and biodiversity as a pillar of
global public safety will allow us to protect life in all its forms from the risks and impacts of war,
militarization and extractivist models.

Defending nature as a subject of rights implies the legal protection of ecosystems to ensure
their restoration, conservation and existence for the benefit of society and all species. The
Andes mountain range is the continent’s environmental backbone and must be recognized as
a subject of rights.

8. We call for the protection of rights defenders

Violence against defenders of human, territorial, environmental, labour and sexual and
reproductive rights —including the horror of forced disappearance— is not a collateral effect;
it is a systemic strategy for silencing and eliminating those who protect people and the planet.
Amid the increase in murders, disappearances, threats and judicialization, we call for
immediate and binding measures: concrete security guarantees, total cessation of the
criminalization of social protest, immediate searches for missing persons to increase the
likelihood of them being found alive, exemplary punishment of perpetrators and zero tolerance
of impunity.

9. We call for respect for the plurality of voices and reject hate speech

We reject hate speech and authoritarian practices that erode democracy, weaken social
cohesion and violate human dignity, reaffirming respect for diversity as the basis of sustainable
development.

Today we want to affirm a simple and profoundly human truth: we the people deserve to live
without fear of being dehumanized or attacked on the basis of our identity, gender, race, origin
or ideas. In the face of narratives of hate and division, we choose dignity, respect and
democratic coexistence.

An international community is based on the recognition that our strength lies in diversity and
cooperation. In this regional forum of the United Nations, which emerged to ensure that the
world did not repeat its worst mistakes, we reaffirm one commitment: we will not let hate dictate
our path, which must be grounded in human rights, solidarity and the belief that everyone
counts.

10. We call for total respect for human mobility

All humans on the move —migrants, refugees, displaced persons and returnees— must have
their human rights respected, must not be criminalized and must be fully included in
sustainable development policies. We call for total respect of the non-refoulement principle,
which is a fundamental pillar of international law relating to refugees and human rights, which
prohibits the forced return of people to territories where their lives and freedom are at risk. Life
is a constant flow and movement of people, and it makes no sense to take away a person’s
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right to dream.

FINAL CALL

The crisis of multilateralism, militarization, adjustments and setbacks in human rights require
responses grounded in international cooperation, social justice and the effective participation
of civil society.

Without equality, recognition of diversity and participation, there is no sustainable
development. Investing in care for people and their territories also ensures efficiency.

Civil society will not be a passive observer; it is playing and will continue to play an essential
political role in building a shared future.

#ECLACforthePeople

Statement agreed in March 2026
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