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AN INTERFAITH MESSAGE AT A DECISIVE MOMENT

We, the participants in the Interfaith forum of the ninth meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, representing churches and religious and
spiritual communities, faith-based organizations and interfaith councils in Latin America and the
Caribbean, are combining our diverse voices at a decisive moment for the achievement the 2030
Agenda.

Grounded in our diverse faith traditions —Christian, Jewish, Islamic, Baha'i, Indigenous, Afro-Latin
American, Caribbean and others— we affirm that sustainable development is not just a technical goal,
but an ethical and spiritual imperative. We are united by the conviction that human dignity is sacred,
that justice is inseparable from peace, and that care for all creation is a shared responsibility.

The Interfaith Alliance for the 2030 Agenda reaffirms its commitment to the full realization of
international human rights law and each Sustainable Development Goal. We unequivocally affirm that
no belief, tradition or faith should be used to justify, minimize or legitimize any violation of human rights
or the failure to achieve the 2030 Agenda.

In that regard, we view the concept of “shared spiritual development” as a broad framework that
seeks to recover the spiritual dimension of holistic and sustainable human development. Our faith
traditions, although based on different beliefs, are grounded in essential shared values, such as love and
solidarity, offering a common language to understand that life is about meaning and not just about
having. Development is thus understood as a process in which human beings can rediscover their
potential and answer a deep sacred call.

We reaffirm the connection between shared spiritual development and the Sustainable Development
Goals, inspired by the ethical commitments that support them. Fundamental dimensions of the
relational potential of human beings, such as their ability to feel a sacred form of love, can be clearly
addressed in the framework of shared spiritual development. Moreover, this framework highlights the
capacity for spiritual and moral action, and is essential for achieving the common good through SDGs,
incorporating the dimensions of truly comprehensive development, which paves the way for
transcendence.



With less than four years left to achieve the SDGs, we recognize the progress made in Latin America and
the Caribbean, but note with concern that only 23% of targets are on course to be met in the region,
and that structural inequalities remain and, in most cases, are worsening. In Latin America and the
Caribbean, 162 million people are living in poverty and 62 million are living in extreme poverty.'In
addition, just 3.4% of multilateral resources allocated to the region are directed towards health,
education, nutrition, water and sanitation.

Faith communities across all countries and territories of the region are accompanying the most
vulnerable populations, attending to their greatest needs and helping them to build the future so
yearned for in our sacred scriptures. Our contribution is a perspective that links the spiritual and
economic, social and environmental dimensions, considering that sustainable development depends not
only on resources, but also on meaning, values and a collective commitment to humanity and our
shared home. In various contexts, our faith-based organizations, working individually or collectively,
have been promoting social protection and human development programmes that transform realities,
protect rights and demand their full advancement, in partnership with public and private stakeholders,
since the beginning of time.

Children’s comprehensive development should be the main guiding principle of the 2030 Agenda,
because it is the clearest criterion for evaluating government action. Real progress in a society is
reflected in places where children, adolescents and young people are protected and cared for and have
real opportunities for comprehensive development. Where this is not the case, any affirmation of
progress is impartial or insufficient. Placing children at the centre of sustainable development is a
decision that redefines the priorities of all public policies.

This requires speeding up and redirecting joint efforts by States, international organizations and civil
society, including faith communities, to achieve the 2030 Agenda. Hence, we call for joint action to:

1. Recognize the subsidiary role of churches and religious and spiritual communities, faith-based
organizations and interfaith councils in Latin America and the Caribbean as key actors for
achieving sustainable development.

2. Strengthen our efforts to achieve the SDGs, coordinate them with national and regional 2030
Agenda implementation strategies, and advocate for their achievement in the countries and
territories that are lagging behind.

3. Support the shared spiritual development initiative for Latin America and the Caribbean,
because it provides a response to the challenges in the region, with reverence for the sacred,
respect for human dignity and rights, commitment to the common good, and care for life and
all creation.

4. Place children at the centre of public policies, ensuring that all government decisions clearly
factor in the impact on children and adolescents; strengthen comprehensive child protection
systems, with a preventive, community-based and coordinated approach; combat child poverty
with structural policies that ensure equal access to quality education, health services and social
protection systems; establish accountability mechanisms to ensure children’s comprehensive
well-being; and facilitate the meaningful participation of children and adolescents in making
decisions that affect their lives, respecting their progressive autonomy.



5. Adopt human mobility policies focused on human rights and integrate them with the SDGs,
eliminating the discrimination and criminalization that result in migrants, refugees and
displaced persons being treated as threats, instead of being guaranteed protection and
dignity.

6. Treat the climate crisis as a question of justice, with an intergenerational approach,
addressing the inequalities in its causes and consequences, ensuring the necessary
financing is available, and considering the losses and damage incurred by the most affected
communities.

7. Defend the rights of women, girls and persons of diverse sexual orientations and gender
identities, in light of the worsening exclusionary fundamentalism and backsliding in rights that
aim to weaken frameworks for equality, protection, freedom and non-discrimination.

8. Advance towards the dismantling of the legacy of racism and discrimination against
Indigenous Peoples and Afrodescendants, who have suffered from exclusion,
dispossession and forced assimilation.

Santiago, 13 April 2026

P Social Panorama of Latin America and the Caribbean, 2025



